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of which also he is the cause, not as infinite, but as affected by a third V &c. I cal1 this proof ' negative] because all that it establishes is, the impossibility of extracting the finite from the infinite ; but though it thus creates the want of finite causes, if we are to elicit finite effects, it does not help us to get them. It tells us that the limitation or imperfection of objects comes, not from within their essence, but from without: yet, what is there without ? nothing but other essences^ equally derived from the essence of the same attribute, and claiming in like manner to be its property; and how then can these coexisting properties of one nature, without which surely that nature would be imperfect, clash with one another and weaken its perfection ? Spinoza, therefore, does not effect the transition, but makes the leap, from his infinite to his phenomenal causality, and sets up, as an assumption from experience, the consecutive action of particular objects in perpetual series. In other words, he supplements the logical evolution of natures by the causal nexus of existences ; and, without noticing their distinction, calls them both * necessity of nature,' and identifies them both with potentia^ though the one is an immanent cogency of thought, and the other a dynamic efficiency of being.
The general result of this new turn of doctrine is, that in every finite thing two elements or momenta are united, an eternal and a transitory, viz. its essence expressing a modified attribute; and the conditions partially suppressing that essence, and subjecting it to limitations of time, place, and energy, and translating its proper ' eternity' into infinite succession. These two, treated as inner and outer causality, play a most important part in the ulterior psychology and ethics of Spinoza. The former, the inherent power of our essence, passes into the active effort of reason to assert itself in us and through us; the latter, the controlling power of the world's external order, flings upon us all that we have to feel, imagine, and suffer: the one, the free play
-1 Eth. II. ix. where, however, the language is employed within the attribute of Thinking, instead of Extension.   Cornp. I. xxviii. Schol.